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Background 
HOD 52-2017 invited Contracting Parties to submit further feedback on the draft Ministerial Meeting 
outcome, as well as expressions of interest to contribute to individual topics within the four themes, to be 
compiled by the Secretariat. The attached documents include comments by Denmark and Poland. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note and consider the comments by Denmark and Poland. 
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Danish comments to the first draft outline for 2018 HELCOM Ministerial 
Meeting 

1) Reflecting on current state, pressures and impacts on the Baltic Sea 

HELCOM has a long tradition for protecting the marine environment of the Baltic Sea 
through intergovernmental cooperation. HELCOM guidelines and recommendations have 
been politically binding, whereas the implementation of the MSFD is legally binding. 
Denmark suggests discussing the role of HELCOM in relation to the MSFD at a political level 
at the Ministerial Meeting. 

Denmark supports that the Ministerial Meeting will be focusing on the results of the HOLAS 
II report. 

2) Renewing the Baltic Sea Action Plan beyond 2021 and towards 2030 

Denmark supports that the Ministerial Meeting is to take stock of the implementation of the 
BSAP. As Denmark mentioned at the HoD meeting in June, we might see a need for updating 
the Danish data for the reference period (1997-2003) and we will look further into this. We 
have noted that several countries expressed an interest in looking at realistic goals and we 
support that for some BSAP goals it might be necessary to extend the target year when 
renewing the BSAP. Furthermore, we suggest that socio-economic cost are investigated and 
taken into consideration. 

Denmark supports that marine litter, microplastic and circular economy are central topics 
when renewing the BSAP. 

However, Denmark find that quantitative reduction targets for marine litter, seabed integrity 
or underwater sound is premature and we cannot support such targets as long as threshold 
values at EU level have not been finalized and as long as an impact assessment assessing 
effects and socio-economic costs have not been carried out.  

3) Enhancing economic and social analysis and innovation to implement 
ecosystem approach 

Denmark supports enhancing economic and social analysis and we support the focus on a 
sustainable blue economy. When assessing monetary benefits of marine environment 
protection we suggest focusing on revealed preference studies (instead of stated preference 
studies) and other monetary values. Furthermore, we suggest not only looking into the 
benefits, but also into the costs. This could facilitate the decision making process.  
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4) Implementing SDGs and regional ocean governance 

Denmark supports increased cooperation with OSPAR, especially for newer topics such as 
marine litter and we suggest investigating the opportunities for increased corporation 
further. 

Denmark prefers the cooperation between HELCOM and Baltfish and/or Baltic Sea Advisory 
Council to remain within the existing framework. 

 

  

 



Polish comments to the draft outline for the 2018 Ministerial Meeting 
 
The comment to the example formulation in the future Declaration: 
 
As it was commented by the Polish Minister on the 38th Annual HELCOM Meeting we should be 
ambitious while setting our goals but realistic. Goals should be achievable in the agreed timeframes, 
they should take into account the social-economic aspects. Therefore while speaking about the 
reducing the pressure on  the marine environment  we should take the above into consideration. 
 
Suggested wording of the formulation in the Declaration: 
 
We RECOGNISED that the following pressures on the marine environment are the most important to 
be addressed in order to achieve good environmental status in the Baltic Sea region XXX [depending on 
the HOLAS II results and PLC-6 results]. We therefore COMMIT to tackling these pressures as a matter 
of priority, including looking at the human activities causing these pressures and coordinating 
regionally our environmental targets to reduce them. Those targets should be set in a  compromise 
between ambitious goals and social- economic costs of actions. 
 
The renewal of the Baltic Sea Action Plan beyond 2021 and towards 2030  
 
As the process of adoption of the BSAP was a long process  we would like to suggest that  the  renewal 
of this should also be planned for at least a year and a half until two years – so that the final version of 
the renewed plan would be of the same quality as the previously adopted document.  We think that 
the renewed version of BSAP should have timeframes for the fulfillment of the targets and should be 
seen on the wider perspective of the EU environmental policy  and the global policy, in particular the 
Agenda 2030. BSAP should also look at the synergies between the EU fishery and environmental 
policies, taking into account the monitoring of the marine environment for the both purposes (marine 
environment & fishery). What concerns the proposed actions to be taken into account in the BSAP 
renewal Poland would be interested in preparation of the proposals for the actions on lost and 
discarded  fishing gear. 
 
The comments to the doc. 2.7 
 
Point 2, page 4 the we propose the following wording: 
 
“Address the implementation of the commitments on underwater noise, which could include steps for 
the action plan for underwater noise (potentially in cooperation with other RSC’s, and taking into 
account developments in this area of international organizations e.g. IMO), defining levels of the 
underwater noise that are consistent with GES for noise-sensitive species, monitoring”. 
 
Our proposal takes into account the necessity of (integrated) use of various technical guidelines and 
the safety issues, which are regulated by various international organizations. (i.e. works on underwater 
noise originating from the navigation are leaded by the IMO). 
 
Poland has already express its support for the cooperation between HELCOM and regional fishing 
group – Baltfish and BSAC, however we think that this cooperation should not be limited to the issues 
of the marine litter removal, but should also put attention to all the activities relating to the fishery 
and marine environment protection (i.e bycatch of the protected species, fishery’s impact on the 
marine ecosystems, management of fisheries in the Marine Protected Areas). Poland is ready to 
cooperate in this field in Helcom. 
 
Point 4, page 6, tiret 1 



 
We propose to define actions and cooperation, which HELCOM is going to have with the stake holders 
of other conventions (i.e OSPAR) and EUSBSR. Given that we propose the following wording: 
 
“Welcome the great progress made in the shipping sector with the designation of the Baltic Sea as NOx 

Emissions Control Area and congratulate HELCOM for being the driving force behind this designation. 
Decide to continue to make full use of possibilities offered by good regional governance of the Baltic, 
to achieve more environmental progress [OSPAR and other Regional Sea Conventions, as well as EU 
Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region] taking into account emerging issues related to risks of introduction 
and spread of alien species and pathogens, chemical contaminants and hazardous substance entering 
marine environment as well as CO2emissions”. 
 
Point 4 , page 6, tiret 4 
 
Point 1 – in order to underline the importance of the coordinated monitoring , which will allow in the 
future the holistic assessment of the state of marine environment  and could formulate the basis for 
further effective actions, we suggest the following wording: 
 
“integrate the use of HELCOM monitoring systems in the development of the monitoring system of EU 
Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region to ensure support for decision making and achieving progress 
through coordinated action” 
 
In the last point which refers to the horizontal actions in the area of the spatial planning it should be 
underlined in particular the importance of the good governance and spatial planning of the marine 
area for achieving the good environmental status. Therefore we propose the following wording: 
 
“HELCOM to continue its role as a horizontal action coordinator for Horizontal Action “Spatial 
Planning” together with VASAB and follow-up Regional Baltic Spatial Planning Roadmap 2013-2020, 
including in the Maritime Spatial Planning process the aspects of integrated coastal zone management  
and achievement of good environmental status of the marine waters” 
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